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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claim 10, without prejudice or disclaimer, and please amend 
Claims 1-9, as indicated below. The following is a complete listing of claims and replaces 
all prior versions and listings of claims in the present application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A form processing device for reading a field 
data file storing information corresponding to data to be overlaid onto a defined field each 
of a plurality of fields in a form, and for overlaying the data [[of]] corresponding to the 
information stored in the read field data file onto a-fieM each of the plurality of fields in the 
form, the form processing device comprising: 

first determination means for determining whether a field associated with 
the informatio n stored in the field data file is defined as a field onto which an external file 
is to be overlaid; 

second determination means for determining, if t he da t a uf lite field da t a 
file is dean iplkm specifying an external file, when the field associated with th e information 
stored in the fi eld data file is defined as a field onto which an external file is to be overlaid, 
whether the descripti o n o f t he data is in a URL format infoimation stored in the field data 
file is URL data : and 

overlaying means for downloading the external file from a network server 
in eomplianee with Intern e t pr o tocols based on the URL data and overlaying the data -of 
the downloaded external file onto the field in the form if the description is delemiinc tHo-bc 
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in i UP1 ft i 1 1 j l lr 1 1 tarnation means, whm said second determination means 

determines that the information stored in the field data file is the t JRL data. 

Claim 2 (cuirerrtly amended): A form processing method for reading a field 
data file storing information corresponding to data to be overlaid onto a-defiued field ea^h 
nfa plurality of fields in a form, and overlaying the data [[of]] cprre^pgnding to the 
information stored in the read field data file onto * field ftftfth of the plurality of fields in the 
form, the form processing method comprising: 

a first determination steo of d etermining whether a field associated with thq 
information stored in the field data file is defined as a field onto which an external file is to 
he overlaid: 

a second detennination step of detemuning, if dit fidd data file is 
description specifying an external file, when the field ass o ciated with the information 
stored in the field data file is defined as a field onto w hich an external file is to be overlaid 
whether the d c &uiptkm of da, Jala is in a URL format information sto red in th. field data 
file is URL data : and 

an overlaying step of downloading the external file from a network server in 
complete with mtemet pr o toc o ls based on the URL data and overlaying the data of the 
downloaded external file onto the field in die fuiin if t lit description is, d c tcmiinul to \)C iu 
a ttrt H i rm* * a t f l ir H «i r . i in i t i at io n ste p, when it is deter m ined in said second determination 
step that the information stored in the field data file is the URL data. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): A computer- readable storage medium storing 
a program for causing a computer to execute a form processing method of reading a field 
data file storing information corresponding to data to be overlaid onto i Aafiaui field each 
of a plurality of fields in a form, and overlaying the data [[of]] corresponding to the 
information stored in the read field data file onto afi e ld each of die plurality of finite in the 
for m - program compi i^ing , wherein the method comprises : 

a first determination step of determining whether a field associate d with the 
information stored in the field data file is defined as a field onto which an external file is? jg 
be overlaid; 

a second determination step of determining, if Iki* data of the field data file 
?i ,h u ■ jpth q ■ spectfrmg an eternal file, when the field associated with the inform ation 
stored in the field data file is defined as a field onto w hich an external file is to be overlaid, 
whether the di^a - iption of Ihe data i& in a URL format information stared in the field datfr 
file is URL data ; and 

an overlaying step of downloading the external file from a network server 
nrcompfatc with internet pr o t o cols based on the URL data and overlaying the data of the 
downloaded external file onto the field in ihe form if \ ln de&cripliuu i& diUdiiiixuul tu be in 
arURfc-fa r mal a) diettetermmatton s tep , when it is determin e d in said second determination 
step that the information stored in the field data file is foe VRL data. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The program computer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 3i fin i hc r CQmprismg , wherein the method further comprises: 
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a storing step of storing the external fi!e A downloaded basul on a 
predetermined URfc from the network server based on the URL data, into a local drive in 
association with the URL[[;]] data, 

wherein [[the]] said overlaying step do wnloads include downloading the 
external file specified in fee field data file from the network server based qj\ foe VRL data 
and overlays Ac data o f overlaying the downloaded external file onto the field in the form 
if die description is dete r mined to be in a URL fuiinat at the determina t ion st e p associated 
with the information stored in the field data file, when it is de termined in said second 
determination step that the information stored in the field data file is the URL data and the 
URL data does not correspond to du> of URLs a URL of the external [[files]] file stored 
at the in said storing step. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The pr o g r am computer-r^ phi* stnrape 
medium according to claim 4[[;]]* wherein [[the]] said overlaying step downloa d s includes 
downloading the external file from the network server based on the URL data and overlays 
the data of overlaying the downloaded external file onto the field in t he f or m if associated 
with the information stored in the field data file, when it is determined in sai d second 
determination step that [[the]] a time stamp of the external file stored at [[the]] said storing 
step is older than [[the]] a time stamp of the external file in the network server specified in 
t he field data file) t he descripti o n is dete r min e d to be in a URL foiinat at die dUuminailon 
ste p, even if the information stored in the field data file is the URL data and the URL data 
corresponds to [[the]] a URL of the external file stored at t he in said storing step. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): tw pmgram computer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 4[[;]] i wherein [[the]] said overlaying step leadi Oil dula of 
includes reading the external file stored aHhc in said storing step and overlays it overlaying 
the external file onto the field of the form if dn du^iipliuu U> be in a URL format at t he 
determination ste p- when it is determined in said seco n d determination step that the 
information stored in the field da ta file is the URL data and the URL data corresponds to 
[[the]] a URL of the external file stored sHhe in said storing step, and AuOiciwore, if the a 
time stamp of the external file stored atthe in said storing step is not older than [[the]] a. 
time stamp of the external file in the network server bpeiifiLd in the field data file . 

Claim 7 (currently amended): n,* r -T rfwn «vimputer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 5[[;]], wherein, if an external file identical to the downloaded 
external file is already stored in the local drive, [[the]] saM storing uiottM deletes step. 
includes deleting the external file already stored and stores storing the downloaded external 
file in the local dive. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): Th^ pm^i-am computer-"^^?biq storage 
medium according to claim 4[[;]L. wherein [[the]] said storing step stores includes storing 
the downloaded external file in the local drive if [[it]] the downloaded external fik is 
smaller than a predetermined file capacity. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): The program rnmputer-re^rtable storage 
medium according to claim 4[[;]] 4 wherein [[the]] said storing step deletes includes 
deleting an external file stored in the local drive if [[the]] a file capacity of the downloaded 
external file is larger than [[the]] a free space of the local drive. 

Claim 10 (canceled). 
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